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All data are for federal fiscal years, which run from October 1 to September 30.
Numbers may not add up to totals because of rounding. GDP = gross domestic product.

Amounts reflect the actual amounts reported in The Accuracy of CBO’s Budget Projections for Fiscal Year 2023 (December 2023).
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Other includes outlays for the  
Department of Energy’s (DOE’s) atomic 
energy activities, the Department of 
Defense’s (DoD’s) military construction 
and family housing projects, and some 
defense-related activities by agencies 
other than DoD and DOE.

Other includes outlays for general 
government; administrative costs of Medicare 
and Social Security; agriculture; energy; and 
commerce and housing credit programs.
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Discretionary
outlays by
the federal

government
in 2023

$1.7
Trillion

Outlays for
nondefense programs,
which accounted for
more than half of the

discretionary total, 
in 2023

Average annual 
discretionary
outlays from

2003 to 2022
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Spending that lawmakers control annually
through appropriation acts

A Closer Look at
Discretionary Spending

THE FEDERAL BUDGET
IN FISCAL YEAR 
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