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H.R. 662, Block Grant Assistance Act of 2023 
As ordered reported by the House Committee on Agriculture on May 11, 2023 
 
By Fiscal Year, Millions of Dollars 2023  2023-2028  2023-2033  

Direct Spending (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Revenues  0  0  0  
Increase or Decrease (-) 
in the Deficit 
 

 0  0  0  

Spending Subject to 
Appropriation (Outlays)  0  0  0  

Increases net direct spending in 
any of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2034? 

No 
Statutory pay-as-you-go procedures apply? No 

Mandate Effects 

Increases on-budget deficits in any 
of the four consecutive 10-year 
periods beginning in 2034? 

No 
Contains intergovernmental mandate? No 

Contains private-sector mandate? No 

H.R. 662 would amend title I of the Disaster Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2023 
(division N of Public Law 117-328), to authorize the Secretary of Agriculture to use block 
grants to states and territories under the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) to provide disaster 
assistance to agricultural producers. Title I of that act provided more than $3.7 billion to 
cover agricultural losses caused by natural disasters in calendar year 2022. 

CBO is not aware of any laws, regulations, or other directives that prevent the Secretary 
from using block grants to distribute aid through ERP. Furthermore, based on information 
from the Department of Agriculture, CBO expects that explicitly allowing the department to 
use block grants to disburse those funds would not affect the timing of outlays. On that basis, 
CBO estimates that enacting H.R. 662 would have no effect on the federal budget. 

The CBO staff contact for this estimate is Erik J. O’Donoghue. The estimate was reviewed 
by H. Samuel Papenfuss, Deputy Director of Budget Analysis.  
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